ars .

(_q(_:-', lassics rS’w oS

AUGUSTVWILSERWS

R T e
5led e i .

; '{

T
f

' APRIL1921.2024 || |
; WOODWARD OPERA HgUSE e

i




Under the rule of Nazi Germany, over
140,000 Jews came through the ghetto-labor
camp at Terezin.

15,000 of them were children.
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Classms Series presents

AUGUST WILSON'S

FeNCes

DIRECTED BY BRUCE JACKLIN

AUGUST WILSON’S FENCES IS PRESENTED BY ARRANGEMENT WITH CONCORD THEATRICALS ON
BEHALF OF SAMUEL FRENCH, INC. + WWW.CONCORDTHEATRICALS.COM

ﬂ WAFLQ A FEW REMINDERS

OPERA YOUR COOPERATION WILL MAKE

\L »-@g , A PLEASANT EXPERIENCE FOR ALL
HOUSE £ PATRONS.

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE
PERFORMANCE AND THE AUDIENCE!

Video and audio recordings of any kind are prohibited.

All aisles MUST remain free and unobstructed.
Silence all devices - no texting or talking on phones.

Please do not place any objects, lean on, or place
feet on the balcony railing.

For safety, balcony audiences should remain seated
at all times.

THEWOODWARD.ORG - 740-462-3163




BIRECTOR'S NOTE

Since 2008, MTVarts has connected theater to classrooms with
classic American literature. Students throughout Knox county study
and analyze the written works but watching it materialize on stage
completes the experience. As a director you have a responsibility
to manifest an idea, something that resonates with the students,
something they can take with them, a seed that you plant into the
back of their mind. When the work creates a feeling for positive
change and advocacy for change, you feel you have made an
impact. MTVarts Classics Series selects plays that will touch your
heart, at the same time challenge you to take a second look at
your beliefs and question what is wrong. FENCES was selected as

a play that really resonates in the hearts of the audience, and leaves a lasting impact. The main
themes in FENCES revolve around, race, class, stubbornness, family and most importantly pride.

| feel compelled to share a deeper understanding of his work | came to during our rehearsal
process. In preparation for our upcoming performance of August Wilson’s FENCES, between
running acts of the play, | would ask the actors, “What are you feeling right here?” or, “What
are your intentions here?” Listening to the actors’ answers and as they shared what their
motivations are, | begin to discover a hidden importance. We need this now more than ever.
FENCES is a portrayal of what it was like to be a black family living in the 1950’s in Pittsburgh,
America. There were several challenges facing all Americans at that time but for black families,
the added insult of institutionalized racism was a constant force pressing on the already tense
moments of everyday life.

| wish to thank our talented cast and crew for their dedication and love for this literary treasure.
| give enormous gratitude to Jonathan Tazwell for his scholarly contribution, clarity of Wilson’s
work and his guidance in navigating the complexity of a world of oppression, racism and pride.
May this production give way to more conversations and a better understanding of each other.

Bruce Jacklin,
MTVarts Artistic Director

“I try to explore, in terms of the life | know best, those things which are common to all cultures.”
August Wilson

BRUCE JACKLIN has been a certified adjudicator for the OCTA (Ohio Community
Theater Association) and AACT (American Association of Community Theater) for
over 20 years. Mr. Jacklin has directed and acted in more than 170 productions

in the last 35 years. This includes professional, summer stock, collegian and
community theater productions. He has received numerous awards in acting and
directing at both regional and state festivals from OCTA, AACTfest, Columbus
Theater Roundtable and OTA festivals. Bruce was also in the film “Nietzsche

Ate Here”. The film premiered in Washington, D.C. and was featured in the 2013
Montreal International Film Festival. He won Best Supporting Actor at the San
Francisco Actor’s Film Festival and in 2014 he received the Red Cross Education
Hero Award. Bruce is a member of AFTRA/SAG (American Federation of Television
and Radio Artists, Screen Actors Guild). For his film and television work he is
represented by PCG Talent in Columbus, Ohio and Docherty in Pittsburgh, Penn.
Bruce is the artistic director for both MTVarts and The Alcove Theater productions.
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SETTING

The play takes place in Pittsbrugh, 1957.

CAST OF CHARACTERS

TROY MAXSON
ROSE MAXSON
GABRIEL MAXSON
CORY MAXSON
JIM BONO

LYONS MAXSON
RAYNELL MAXSON

Steve Jefferson
Kathy Mendenhall
Jonathan Tazewell
Darius Fincher
Harold Yarborough
Nigel Salvador
Jo-Ann Odonkor

PRODUCTION TEAM

Director......cccoeevveiiiiieeiiiieene Bruce Jacklin
Assistant Director..........cccocveeen. Larry Evans
Producer.......ccoceeiiieniiciiicniees Janis Stone
Production Manager................. Mary Harris
Stage Manager.................. Kate Ernsberger
Assistant Stage Manager.......Chloe Skillman
Dramaturg.......ccceeuveennne Jonathan Tazewell
Set Designer.....coceevcveeeecveeeenns Bruce Jacklin
Carpenters.......cccccue. Bill Szucs, Bill Bowers,

Michael Sears
Scenic Painters...Bruce Jacklin, Allison Smith

Props....cccccuueee.. Allison Smith, Megan Evans
CoStUMES...vvveeeerrrnnnnnnne Debbie’s Costumes,

Susan SB Brown
Wigs and Hair...coocooecveeeiieees Ruth Frady

mtvarts.com

Al

Lighting Designer........ccccueeuuee.. Kurt Mueller
Light Board Operator................... Jack Davis
Sound Engineering.............. Alex Thompson
Sound Assistant........c.......... Lindsay Conant

Music Coordination........ Jonathan Tazewell

Stage CreW.....oeveeeeeeeeeeeeeenenns Megan Evans
Ticketing............. Scott Swingle, Luke Ervin,
and the Mount Vernon Arts Consortium
Media Design.............. Carrie Haver, Markt
Playbill........... Megan Evans and the Mount
Vernon Arts Consortium

MTVarts Interns....... Jaxon Reed, Jack Davis
Front of House........ccvvvvvvevnnnne Kirstin Fuller
Ushers..ccooeeeeeeeeeennnnnn, Friends of MTVarts

emfvarts.theatre -

eMTVarts



DRAMATURG'S NOTES

MTVarts is honored to present the work of one of America’s greatest playwrights
with this production of August Wilson’s FENCES. A Pittsburgh native and high
school drop-out, Wilson exploded onto the American stage in the early 1982 with
his play, JITNEY. He became the preeminent African-American playwright with his
Pittsburgh Cycle of ten plays that document Black life in each decade of the 20th
century, including, GEM OF THE OCEAN, JOE TURNER’S COME AND GONE, MA
RAINEY’S BLACK BOTTOM, THE PIANO LESSON, and the production presented
here, FENCES. One of Wilson’s most well known plays, FENCES centers on the
life of Troy Maxson, a Pittsburgh garbage man and former Negro League star
baseball player, and his family. Like most of Wilson’s plays, FENCES is set in the
Hill District of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, where Wilson spent his childhood. The
play makes reference to significant landmarks of the community, such as the
Crawford Grill and to the famous history of the Homestead Grays and Pittsburgh
Crawfords baseball teams. Set in 1957, at the beginning of the civil rights era, we
watch as the characters struggle against a background of racial discrimination and
segregation. Troy is a man who feels he has missed his chance to be somebody.
In his regret, he injures all those around him who love him. The play was made
into a film in 2016 by Denzel Washington. FENCES explores universal themes of
regret, loss, and redemption, offering hope that forgiveness and happiness are
possible for all. Wilson’s career was cut short by his untimely death at the age

of 60, but in his relatively short career, he became one of the most prolific and
recognized playwrights of our time with multiple Tony Awards, Pulitzer Prizes,
and Drama Critics Awards.

v Insurance

Experience the

REAL SAV'N GS | Local Difference!

InsuranceMountVernon.com « 740-397-7488




CAST MEMBERS

DARIUS FINCHER (Cory
Maxson) is a singer, dancer,
actor, painter based in
Columbus but native to
Dayton, Ohio. He received his
training from WSU and gained
performance experience
dancing with several local dance companies.
When he is not on stage, he is busy running his
company ltzgenetics where he creates custom
art for the community. Darius has been featured
with several companies spanning multiple art
disciplines companies such as Onyx Productions,
The Neverland Arts Collective, and Short North
Stage just to name a few. Darius is very excited
to be sharing the stage with such talented
individuals!

STEVE JEFFERSON (Troy
Maxson) was born in Cleveland,
Ohio. After graduating from
John F. Kennedy High School,
he enlisted in the United States
Navy and served in Vietnam.
Upon completing his military
service, he began his career in the field of
Engineering Technology for 21 years before
becoming an instructor of Drafting Technology
for the Knox County Career Center for 17 years.
He began performing on stage in 2013. His
performances included OF MICE and MEN,

THE BLACK CYCLONE, DEATH OF A SALESMAN,
DRIVING MISS DAISY, TWELVE ANGRY MEN,

I'M NOT RAPPAPORT, WHEN YOUR SOUL

CRIES, LILIES OF THE FIELD, MISERY, IT’S A
WONDERFUL LIFE, and RAISIN IN THE SUN. He
wishes to dedicate the performance of FENCES
to the memory of his father, who received the
Congressional Medal of Honor for his service
in the Marines during World War Il, and his
mother, the Greatest Woman he ever knew.
He would like to thank MTVarts for the many

TR T S

HEATING + COOLING

opportunities they have given him.

KATHY MENDENHALL (Rose
Maxson) has always been
passionate about music,

§ theatre, and dance. She
attended Fort Hayes School

of Performing Arts vocational
program from 1981 - 1983
with a major in theatre, under the tutelage of
Dr. Phillip S. Wilson. In 2019, she returned to
the stage after 36 years and made her debut
with MTVarts in A RAISIN IN THE SUN as Lena
Younger “Mama.” In 2020, Kathy was in the
virtual CATCO production of A COLUMBUS
CHRISTMAS CAROL, as the mother of Ebony
Scrooge. She also enjoys singing, teaching, and
directing various art forms. Kathy is extremely
excited to be back with the MTVarts family

and looks forward to working with them in the
future. “l am grateful for the unconditional love
and support of my daughter, Israeljah Reign, my
son, Gyvnn Zion, and ‘My Special Village, | Love

”

You...

JO-ANN ODONKER (Raynell
Maxson) This is Jo-Ann’s

first show with MTVarts and
she is very excited to be in
Fences. She is in 8th grade at
St. Vincent de Paul School.

[ 4 She plays the piano, enjoys
reading, writing, drawing, and playing volleyball.
One of her favorite roles from theatre includes
Amaryllis from THE MUSIC MAN JR. She is
thankful for the opportunity to try something
new and is grateful to everyone who gave up
their time to put this play together.

NIGEL SALVADOR (Lyons Maxson) is a
multifaceted talent whose passion for acting
transcends his professional career in IT. His

Residential and commerical
heating and cooling services

740-397-2563
lappheating.com




journey on stage began with
playing Walter Younger in
MTVarts’” A RAISIN IN THE
SUN. In 2022, Nigel captivated
audiences once again with

his portrayal of Dr. Watson in
CATCO'’s production of Chris
Leyva’s PRIMA DONNA. Last year, Nigel was
honored to be part of the prestigious 11th
Annual Black Theater Festival, where he played
the Shopper in I’'M NOT BUYING IT. Beyond
the stage, Nigel’s passion for acting extends to
the world of film, where he eagerly anticipates
exploring new opportunities and pushing the
boundaries of his artistry.

JONATHAN TAZEWELL

(Gabriel Maxson; Dramaturg)
,—a&d is the Thomas S. Turgeon

~ Endowed Professor of Drama

and Film at Kenyon College
specializing in theater and film
directing and cinema studies.
Tazewell has been a professional actor and

director for over 40 years, and has worked for
CATCO, Red Herring Theater Company, the
Arden Theater Company, the Walnut Street
Theater, Philadelphia Theater Company, and
Santa Clarita Shakespeare Theater. He is also

a filmmaker with an award winning feature
film, GOTTA GET DOWN TO IT, filmed in Knox
County, Ohio. Tazewell holds a Masters of Fine
Arts from California Institute of the Arts. This
is his debut with MTVarts and he is thrilled

to achieve his dream of performing in one of
August Wilson’s great plays.

HAROLD YARBOROUGH (Jim
Bono) is thrilled to work with
Steve again in this classic work.
He has driven Miss Daisy twice,
ran away as Jim in BIG RIVER,
Scrooged his way through A
CHRISTMAS CAROL, Bishoped
in LES MIZ, blah blah. Thanks to my maker for
the opportunity to do, my wife, supporting
friends, and Ken and Robin B.

90.9m
_/ WNZR ifeline

Mcunt Vernon Nazarene University

2023 CMB UNIVERSITY
STATION OF THE YEAR

cmb

Scan to see a
Triple P Short Take on
“Kids and Creativity”

Supporting parents and caregivers living
or working in Knox County with The
Positive Parenting Program

We applaud MTVarts
for enriching our
community through
the power of live theatre
and arts education.

We are
building healthy, smart,
vibrant communities

& DELTA DENTAL




ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

- COMMUNITY PARTNERS - Lightbulb Analytics
Mount Vernon Arts Consortium Jessica Ryals
Experience Mount Vernon
Knox County Convention & Visitors Bureau
Knox County Jazz Orchestra David Rashley and Beth Marhefka,
Mount Vernon Music & Arts Festival Knox County Career Center
Knox County Chamber of Commerce

Fred Main, Knox Weekly News

Taylor Gingery,
Knox County Properties - Mark Ramser Knox Educational Service Center

SRREP - Stephen Stone Christopher Hartman, Classroom

Park National Bank staff Connections Coordinator

and Monique Milligan - MEDIA PARTNERS -

WRP CPAs KnoxPages

Deborah Deiner, Shelly Rojas Annett WQlo/WMVO
Knox Weekly News

For those of you we neglected to mention, please know that we love & appreciate you!

John Yoder Team, Key Realty
Your Knox County Real Estate Consultants

John Yoder Tisha Van Houten Sheena Edwards
740-398-2532 740-504-8352 614-207-8278

™

E www.JohnYoderTeam.com

225 S. Main St. Mount Vernon, OH
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Alex and Libby Wright - $3,000*
Dean and Marsha Rinehart - $2,500*
Otho Eyster and Carol Garner - $2,000*
Mark and Denise Ramser - $2,000*
Stephen and Janis Stone - $1,500
John and Jane DeCosky - $1,000
Beth Prince: $1,000
The Giles Family - $500*

Jodi L. Pursel - $500
Joe & Krys Mortellaro - $500
Robert and Susan Moreland - $500
Thor Collard - $500*
Anonymous - $500
Bill and Cheryl Szucs - $500

Barry Bowden - $350
Janice Gammill - $250
in recognition of Susan Moreland
Craig and Lottie Shira - $100*
Leslie Seibert - $100
Ruth Griffing - $100*
Amanda Wells - $100
Williams and Barb Harris - $100

Ohio Department of Development Arts
Economic Relief Grant - $25,017.83
Energy Coop Operation Round Up - $3,000
Richard and Arline Landers Foundation -
$20,000*

Joe and LeeAnne Jurkowitz - $3,000
Ora and Sue Smith - $3,000
Joe and Sally Nelson - $3,000
Keith and Vickie Sant - $1,000
Jana Stewart
Austin (Trey) and Carla Swallow - $1,000
Angela Coyne - $1,000
John and Jane DeCosky - $1,000

Thanks to an anonymous donor, donations designated with an * were matched

Aaron and Chris Cook - $750
Megan Evans - $500
Amy Murnen - $500

Jay and Sonia Corrigan - $500

Jesse and Jessica Ryals - $500
Zac Sherman - $300
Wendi Fowler - $100
Barry Bowden - $00

Lottie Shire - $50
Ada Carey - $50
Rachel Spear - $40
Emily Wise - $25
in recognition of Evelynn Brandenburg

In Memory of Darlene Palm
Roger and Susan Carlson - $250

In Memory of Nate Jacklin
Roger and Susan Carlson - $250

In Memory of Barbara Perkins
Roger and Susan Carlson - $500

In Memory of Ghislaine Quinn
Mary Dye - $100

- Ohio Arts ()

KNOX COUNTY o
" FOUNDATION cBﬁ[O’
7
Knox Commu nit;\3 ".f!fe’.f,’{,‘f..":,ﬂ’
& DELTA DENTAL @o Domino’s
Kenyon

MTVarts is ready to cut loose in 2024. With a keen eye on the bottom line and our core-values (affordable, audience-driven,
volunteer, quality, innovative) ever a priority, we pledge to be good stewards of your gifts while “making theatre.”

On behalf of our Board of Directors, volunteers, actors, and crew, we extend our sincere gratitude for your generous support
and for believing that live, local theatre makes our community thrive.

Those listed above represent cash donations given to MTVarts November 2023 through April 2024. Please visit MTVarts.com
for a list of 2023 donors. Contact us with any questions.

All cash donations given to MTVarts are tax deductible. Public Charity Status 509 (a) (2) tax exempt 501 (c) (3) 26-3870025




JULY 6-14
THE WOODWARD

mtvarts.com

ey T




